The order of worship

 Communion Sunday

December 4,  2011         

                             ______ _     ___    10:00 A.M.

Prelude                                                                                                   Seth Hurd
Welcome and Concerns of the Church
     We welcome you that no one may depart as a stranger. 

Gathering Song:         "O Thou Joyful, O Thou Wonderful"                           #119 

“1) O thou joyful, O thou wonderful Grace revealing Christmastide! Jesus came to win us From all sin within us; Glorify the holy child! 3) O thou joyful, O thou wonderful Peace revealing Christmastide! Darkness disappearing, God’s own light now nearing: Peace and joy to all betide!” 

Traditional Ringing of the Church Bell
THE WORSHIP OF GOD

Introit
Lighting of the Second Advent Candle:                                      The Terril family
Call to Worship (responsive):  Psalm 85                                     Rev. Gordon Miller  L:    Lord, You were favorable to Your land; You restored the fortunes of Jacob.

P:   You forgave the iniquity of Your people; You pardoned all their sin.
L:   There is none like You among the gods, O Lord, nor are there any works like              Yours.
P:  All the nations You have made shall come and bow down before You, O             Lord, and shall glorify Your name.

All: For You are great and do wondrous things; You alone are God.
*Hymn:        "Joy Bells Are Ringing"                                                       (see insert)
*Prayer of Praise:  (unison)   O Lord God, You have revealed through Your Son Your great love and care for the world. Now we pray that You will keep us steadfast in Your Word and in true faith. Graciously guard us from all sin and preserve us from temptations so that our lives will not be overcome by the cares of this life. Keep us watchful as we await the coming of Your Son in a special way in this Advent Season. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

*Gloria Patri                                                                                            #623
(Children leave for church school) 

Anthem 
Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 40:1 - 11

Epistle Lesson 2 Peter 3:8 - 15a

Sermon:                               "WHEN GOD GIVES JOY"                     Mark 1:1 - 8 

*Hymn:      "Angels We Have Heard on High                                                     #132
Prayer Concerns 
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
Prayer Response:                                                                                             #614
“Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.  Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.  Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.  Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.”
The Dedication of Life and Offering
         Offertory     
       *Doxology

*Communion Hymn:  "According to Thy Gracious Word"  (vs. 1,2,4)              #321 
Service of Holy Communion:  We practice “Open Communion.”  One does not have to be a member to share in the sacrament.  The Lord’s table is open to everyone.

  Moment of quiet meditation:

     Words of Institution

     Distribution of Bread

     Distribution of the Cup
 Prayer of Thanksgiving: (unison)  
Eternal God, You have called Your people from east and west and north and south to feast at the table of Jesus Christ.  We thank You for Christ’s presence and the spiritual food of this life-giving sacrament.  By the power of Your Holy Spirit, keep us faithful to Your will.  Go with us to the streets, to our homes, and to our places of labor and leisure.  That whether we are gathered or scattered we may be the servant church of the servant Christ in whose name we rejoice to pray.  AMEN
*Hymn:  "Good Christian Men, Rejoice"                                                            #151
Commission and Benediction 
Benediction Response:  (In Back of Hymnal)  


             **************************************
Postlude
*Those who are able, please stand                                                       CCLI#174078
Communion Stewards:  Tim Pressey, Bill Shields, Arlene Smith and John Crouch
Chancel Flowers: given by Arlene Smith & family
Lay Reader:  Maxine Crouch
Ushers:  Roger and Joyce Dumas
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The Nursery is available for your use for babies and toddlers in the Noah’s Ark Nursery during the Worship Service.
 Announcements

A cordial welcome to all  visitors and guests worshipping with us this morning.    Should you be looking for a home church, please consider us.  We hope that all will remain for coffee hour which follows our service.  It is hosted this morning by Floyd and Phyllis Folsom.
New Members Class:  Anyone interested in becoming a member of our church is invited to come to an inquirer’s class on January 8th after the service.  This is not a commitment, but rather to find out more about membership.
Circle of Hope meets at 9:15am Mondays.  If you are interested in coming to see what we are doing, and/or have ideas, please join us.  We pray for those in need, do visitations, send cards to shut-ins and others who may need encouragement, and discuss ways we can help the church.  
Prayer Meeting  Thursday at noon.  Take time from your busy schedule to pray, and devote that time partly to praying for the ongoing work of our church, as well as others in need of prayer.  Bring a bag lunch for afterward. 
Singspiration  is  next Sunday evening at Pleasant Street Baptist in Springvale.  Come and join in singing favorite hymns, listening to special music, and enjoying refreshments.  The time is 6:30 -7:30pm.
Carll-Heald & Black Funeral Home  is hosting two special remembrance services this holiday season in hopes of making a difficult time a little easier.  The services are thoughtfully planned with those who are spending their holidays without a loved one in mind.  Holiday music will be performed; a message of hope will be received from the pulpit with the intent to bring comfort, solace and peace.  It will be held at the North Parish Congregational Church this afternoon at 2:00 pm, and December 6th at 6:00 pm at Holy Family Church in Sanford.

Finance Report:                Received November 27th                                  $841.00




             Total to date


              $72,545.00



                         Needed each week   $1629.00 x 49 =      $79,821.00 




             Deficit to date 

                          ($7,276.00) 

Stewardship Campaign:  To date, we have received 23 pledges totaling $47,623.  This is $19,337 short of our goal is necessary to meet the $66,960 goal (72% of our operating budget).  We will have to make major cuts unless more pledges come forth.  Thank you to all those who have pledged to date.  If you have not yet pledged, would you consider it?  Please think what you can do to help support our church.  Extra pledge cards are in the fellowship pads. 

York Association--Please pray for   York Beach, Union Congregational Church  (Rev. Pat Smith). 
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