The order of worship

 Communion Sunday

January 1,  2012         

                             ______ _     ___    10:00 A.M.

Welcome and Concerns of the Church
     We welcome you that no one may depart as a stranger. 

Gathering Song:         "Great Is Thy Faithfulness"                                            #43

1) Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, There is no shadow of turning with Thee; Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not; As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. (refrain) 
2) Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, Sun, moon and stars in their courses above Join with all nature in manifold witness To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
(refrain) Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see; All I have needed Thy hand hath provided - Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!
Traditional Ringing of the Church Bell
THE WORSHIP OF GOD

Introit
Call to Worship (responsive):  Psalm 148:1 - 4                               Rev. Gordon Miller 
L:    Praise the Lord!

P:   Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights!

L:    Praise him, all his angels;

P:   praise him, all his host!

L:    Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars!

P:   Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!

*Hymn:     "How Great Thou Art"      (vs 1 & 2)                                                        #4 
*Prayer of Praise:  (unison)  Eternal God, giver of love and peace, You called Your children to live together as one family; give us grace to learn Your ways and to do Your will, that we may bring justice and peace to all people, in the name of Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.  Amen.
*Gloria Patri                                                                                             #623
(Children leave for church school) 

Vocal Solo 
Epistle Lesson: Galatians 4:4 - 7

Gospel Lesson: Luke 2:22 - 40

Communion Meditation:      "Someone Very Special" 

*Hymn:        "I Need Thee Every Hour"        (vs 1 - 3)                                      #428

Prayer Concerns 
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
Prayer Response:                                                                                             #614
“Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me.  Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me.  Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.  Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me.”
The Dedication of Life and Offering
         Offertory     
       *Doxology

*Communion Hymn:  "Let Us Break Bread Together"                                   #323 
Service of Holy Communion:  We practice “Open Communion.”  One does not have to be a member to share in the sacrament.  The Lord’s table is open to everyone.

  Moment of quiet meditation:

     Words of Institution

     Distribution of Bread

     Distribution of the Cup
 Prayer of Thanksgiving: (unison)  
Eternal God, You have called Your people from east and west and north and south to feast at the table of Jesus Christ.  We thank You for Christ’s presence and the spiritual food of this life-giving sacrament.  By the power of Your Holy Spirit, keep us faithful to Your will.  Go with us to the streets, to our homes, and to our places of labor and leisure.  That whether we are gathered or scattered we may be the servant church of the servant Christ in whose name we rejoice to pray.  AMEN
*Hymn:  "Now Thank We All Our God"        (vs 1 - 3)                                        #556
Commission and Benediction 
Benediction Response:  (In Back of Hymnal)  


             **************************************
*Those who are able, please stand                                                       CCLI#174078
Communion Stewards:  Bill Shields, John Crouch, Belinda Klein-Robbenhaar, and                                            Joy Gilkey
Chancel Flowers: given by Mary Terril in celebration of Benjamin’s 5th birthday. 
Lay Reader:  Bill Shields
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Ushers:  Craig Bartlett, Sr. and Craig Bartlett, Jr.
The Nursery is available for your use for babies and toddlers in the Noah’s Ark Nursery during the Worship Service.
 Announcements

A cordial welcome to all  visitors and guests worshipping with us this morning.    Should you be looking for a home church, please consider us.  We hope that all will remain for coffee hour which follows our service.  It is hosted this morning by Mary Terril and Mary Dumas.
New Members Class:  Anyone interested in becoming a member of our church is invited to come to an inquirer’s class next Sunday, January 8th after the service.  This is not a commitment, but rather to find out more about membership.
Prayer Meeting  Thursday at noon.  Take time from your busy schedule to pray, and devote that time partly to praying for the ongoing work of our church, as well as others in need of prayer.  Bring a bag lunch for afterward. 
Singspiration  is  next Sunday evening at Ross Corner Baptist Church in Shapleigh.  Come and join in singing favorite hymns, listening to special music, and enjoying refreshments.  The time is 6:30 -7:30pm.
Finance Report:                Received December 25th                                     $442.00




             Total to date


             $77,603.00



                         Needed each week   $1629.00 x 52 =      $84,708.00 




             Deficit to date 

                          ($7,105.00) 

Please put the annual meeting  on your calendar.  January 22 with the 29th as a snow date.

Eanneagram Workshop   is Friday, January 6th beginning at 9:30am, and ending around 3:00pm.  Lunch will be catered by Above and Beyond.  There will be a $5.00 fee to defray the cost.  If you have not signed up and wish to, please see Maxine as soon as possible.
York Association--Please pray for   Acton Congregational Church  (Rev. Gordon Miller, Acting Pastor). 
Acton Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ
       Striving to be a welcoming, Christ-Centered community where all of God’s
       people are valued, supported, and challenged to grow in faith and service.
P.O. Box 28, Acton, ME  04001-0028


(207) 636-3430       email~ �HYPERLINK "mailto:actonucc@metrocast.net"�actonucc@metrocast.net�


web site:  www.actonucc.org 


Acting Pastor			                                   Rev. Gordon Miller


Secretary			    	                               Maxine Crouch
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Stewardship Campaign:  To date, we have received 23 pledges totaling $48,743.  This is $19,337 short of our goal which is necessary to meet the $66,960 goal (72% of our operating budget).  The Finance Committee will be working to make more cuts in order to have a balanced budget.  Thank you to all those who have pledged to date.  If you have not yet pledged, would you consider it?  Please think what you can do to help support our church.  Extra pledge cards are in the fellowship pads. 








