The order of worship

Christmas Day
December 25, 2011                                                                              10:00 A.M.
9:45 a.m.  ~ Hymn Sing

Prelude

                    
                                                            Seth Hurd
 Welcome and Concerns of the Church
We welcome you that no one may depart as a stranger.

Please sign the friendship pads as they are passed along the pew.

*We Greet One Another

Gathering Song:    “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day"                              # 152

1) I heard the bells on Christmas day Their old familiar carols play, And wild and sweet the words repeat Of peace on earth, good will to men. 2) I thought how, as the day had come, The belfries of all Christendom Had rolled along th’un broken song Of peace on earth, good will to men.

Traditional Ringing of the Church Bell
THE WORSHIP OF GOD

Introit
Call to Worship (responsive)      Psalm 96:1 - 4                           Rev. Gordon Miller                      
L:   O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.

P:   Sing to the Lord, bless His name; tell of His salvation from day to day.

L:   Declare His glory among the nations,

P:   His marvelous works among all the peoples.

ALL: For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; He is to be revered                                          above all gods.

*Hymn:     "O Come, All Ye Faithful"                                                                 #145                                                      

*Prayer of Praise: (unison)

Come, Child of Bethlehem, make your presence known to us and dwell in our midst as we worship. Come, servant King, teach us the ways of your kingdom and make our hearts your throne. Come, Brother of all, show us the meaning of our humanity. Go before us and lead us to God; bring us to the fullness of your kingdom. Amen.

*Gloria Patri                                                                                                      #623
Anthem
Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 9:2 - 7

Epistle Lesson Titus 2:11 - 14

Sermon:           "Let’s Take Christ Out of Christmas"                                 Luke 2:1 - 20
 *Hymn:        "Once in Royal David’s City"                                                          #155
Prayer Concerns
Pastoral Prayer  
The Lord’s Prayer:  Our Father, who art in heaven.  Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and glory, forever.  Amen.

Prayer Response:                                                                                              #247
 “Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.  Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.  Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.  Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.”
The Dedication of Life and Offering




   Offertory
   *Doxology and Prayer of Dedication
*Hymn:      "Joy to the World!"                                                                             #125                                                                 
Commission and Benediction  
Benediction  Response: (in back of hymnal)
Postlude




   


                  Seth Hurd



**************************************

*Those who are able, please stand                                                   CCLI#1740789
Chancel Flowers:   Poinsettias 
Lay Reader:  Maxine Crouch
Ushers:    Roger and Joyce Dumas  
Noah’s Ark Nursery Room is available for your use during the Worship Service in the Crouch Wing.    
Announcements
A Cordial Welcome to all visitors and guests worshipping with us today.  There will be no neighboring today, since most people will want to go home early to be with family.
Gathering for New Members:  Sunday, January 8th, there will be a meeting for those who are interested in joining our church.  Please speak to Gordon if you have an interest.
For your convenience,  enlarged hymns and special ear-phones are available for those who need them. Just ask an usher.
 A reminder:  The Spiritual Growth workshop on using Mandalas (Enneagrams) will be January 6th, here at the church.  We have 11 people signed up.  If you are interested, please see Maxine.  The time is 9:30am – 3:00pm.  It will be taught by Rev. Linda Carleton from Chebeague Island.  Lunch will be from Above and Beyond Catering and we are asking for a $5.00 donation to defray the cost.
Stewardship Campaign:    To date, we have received 25 pledges totaling $48,743.  This is 28% short of what is necessary to meet the $66,960 goal (72% of our operating budget). We need just over $18,217 more for our goal.  Our concern is “What will we do when we call a pastor?” “Will we have enough to pay the conference guideline’s salary?”  If you have not yet pledged, would you consider it?  Please think what you can do to help support our church.  Extra pledge cards are in the fellowship pads. 
Circle of Hope  The next meeting will be January 9th.  All are welcome.
Prayer Meeting  Thursday at noon.  You are welcome to join us to pray for those in need and the concerns of the church, community and world.  Bring your lunch for after as we fellowship together.
A Reminder:  There will be no Sunday School Service this morning.
Finance Report:                Received December 18th                                 $946.00



             Total to date


            $76,801.00


                         Needed each week   $1629.00 x 50 =      $83,079.00 



             Deficit to date 

                          ($6,278.00) 
                        [image: image1.wmf] 
 from the staff!!

York Association--Please pray for  United Church of Christ (Rev. Geoffrey Black, General Minister & President). 
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