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 Circle of Hope members have continued to send cards, make visits, pray for those with concerns, and work on the church family tree. Please let them know of new needs that arise. 
The military bulletin board has been updated and names and addresses of military personnel are available there for anyone to take. A bulletin board for college students is in the works.
The church family tree is coming to life in the corner of the fellowship hall near the piano. Many pictures have been posted with names below them. There are four panels comprising the tree, and letters of the alphabet are posted at the top of each panel. Pictures are posted by first letter of the last name under on the panel with the corresponding letter.
Some retakes need to be done, and there are still quite a few pictures to take. If someone would like a retake of a picture already posted, or would prefer to provide a picture they have, please speak with Joy. The effort to photograph all church members and friends will continue so the tree will be as helpful as possible in putting names and faces together.
The fund raising effort by Craig Bartlett of selling Christmas ornaments with a picture of the church on them was very successful. A big thanks to Craig for all his organizational efforts and hard work!
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From the Pastor:


When I have been introduced to people as a pastor, there has often been the response that these people would be, or have been good church members. Their reason has been because they do not want to see change.


Unfortunately the Church has often been viewed as the institution responsible for maintaining the status quo. While the basic message of the Church, God’s love for all of creation as expressed in the person of Jesus Christ, should be kept, many changes have taken place within the Church. These changes have had negative and positive qualities. The many splits and divisions, the intense debates over theological and practical matters have not appealed to many people. Yet, countless lives have been touched by the total ministry of the Church, bringing about untold blessings, love and peace.


We have experienced much change in 2011 and may well anticipate further change in the new year. While there may be an initial reaction to maintain things as they have been, let us be open to all God will offer to us. Even in the midst of some of the negative changes that come through life, be open to the assurance of God’s saving grace, and the ability of Christ to raise us up to new life with much hope and joy.





Gordon
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MODERATOR’S MEMO 


Happy New Year!  Not only is it the start of a new calendar year, but also the beginning of a new church year as of our Annual Meeting on January 22.





Every responsible member of this congregation should do the following:





Be informed.  Annual reports, including the officer and committee nominees and the budget for the ensuing year, will be available on Sunday, January 22.  Pick up a copy and read it.  Do you have questions or comments about what is reported?  If so, be prepared to share them at the meeting.





Attend the meeting.  Attending meetings is no one’s favorite activity, but some meetings are necessary for carrying out the business of any organization.  For a meeting to be maximally productive, everyone who should attend must be present and actively involved.  That means speaking up if something is bothering you or you do not understand what or why something is being done.





Every now and then we hear comments about the church “being run by a few people.”  Unfortunately, that does tend to be true, and I heartily agree that that is not the way it should be.  There is a simple solution: become a participant!  We appreciate and love all of our members and are always glad to see them in worship on Sunday morning.  But we need all of you to do just a little bit more.





We can’t guarantee that every idea that everyone has, that every suggested project, that every opinion offered will be met with agreement.  We can promise that it will be listened to and given careful consideration, but in the end, the majority rules.  When a majority is three, it may not reflect the will of the church as a whole.  That’s why we need everyone’s participation and input.





Start by preparing for and attending the Annual Meeting.  Then keep informed and involved in the total life of the church as we move through 2012 – a critical year in the life of the Acton Congregational Church.  YOUR CHURCH NEEDS YOU!  





Faithfully,


Joyce


                                     














            Senior Lunch


No Senior Lunch January, February or March.





A  VERY IMPORTANT DATE


The Annual Planning Retreat will be held on Saturday, February 4 from 9:00 a.m. until we finish, but no later than 3:00 p.m.!  Lunch will be provided.  We encourage all committee members to attend, but it is crucial that officers and chairmen be there.  Any other church members who are interested are welcome to attend.  Please save the date.


A WORD ABOUT ANNUAL MEETING


You do not have to be a member of this church to attend the Annual Meeting to be held immediately following the worship service on January 22.  All friends of the church are welcome to attend, but, of course, only members may vote.  











THE WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP will meet at a local restaurant for "lunch with the bunch" at noon on Wednesday, January 11. Calls will be made to announce the location.


We will meet around 10:00am that morning at church to make plans for the coming year!


Thanks to everyone involved with our meetings and special events of 2011





                                





“Coups for Troops”?  Clipping coupons for a cause.  This is a program that supports service members in a way that is unique, valuable and much appreciated.  Even expired coupons (not over 6 months) can be used by military families living outside of the States.  Commissaries outside our country accept expired coupons because military families don’t have the advantage to clip coupons as we do in the States.) These coupons that we save and send to Stephanie Alsmay , help over 400 families overseas serving our country.  Stephanie began “Coups for Troops” because another group’s policy was too complicated.  We have a box in the hallway for coupons to make it easy.  Would you get involved and clip coupons for our troops to make their lives a little better?  





Church Council meeting  January 19th 7pm. 








 Will It Be Heaven or Hell?


A Holy man was having a conversation with the Lord one day and said, 'Lord, I would like to know what Heaven and Hell are like.' 


The Lord led the holy man to two doors. 


He opened one of the doors and the holy man looked in. 


In the middle of the room was a large round table.  In the middle of the table was a large pot of stew, which smelled delicious and made the holy man's mouth water. 


The people sitting around the table were thin and sickly. They appeared to be famished. They were holding spoons with very long handles that were strapped to their arms and each found it possible to reach into the pot of stew and take a spoonful.  But because the handle was longer than their arms, they could not get the spoons back into their mouths.


The holy man shuddered at the sight of their misery and suffering. 


The Lord said, 'You have seen Hell. They went to the next room and opened the door. It was exactly the same as the first one. There was the large round table with the large pot of stew which made the holy man's mouth water.


The people were equipped with the same long-handled spoons, but here the people were well nourished and plump, laughing and talking. The holy man said, 'I don't understand’.


'It is simple,' said the Lord.  'It requires but one skill...


You see, they have learned to feed each other.  The greedy think only of themselves.'  When Jesus died on the cross, he was thinking of you. 


Remember that I will always share my spoon with you.


		    submitted by Jim McKinley





�





NOTES FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE:   The proposed budget for 2012 is approximately 10% higher than 2011.  A significant portion of the increase will be covered by a larger than expected balance in the checking account at the end of 2011.  Three items account of most of the 2012 increase and these are:


$1700.00 for expected heating oil price increases.


$3000.00 needed to prevent the church steeple from rotting away.


$2500.00 Pastor salary increase to assist the search committee to find a new “settled Pastor”.


Our two Our major sources of income are pledges (71%) and loose offering (15%). Pledges are greatly preferred since they make the budgeting process easier and more precise.  We have received 26 pledges totaling $49,212 as of December 31st.   Our pledge goal is $66,960. Due to the decreased amount of pledges, it will be necessary to do some major cuts to the budget.  The Finance Committee will be working on it during the next couple of weeks.  If you have not yet pledged and wish to do so, please contact the office by phone or by mail as soon as you can.  It should be realized by all members it is sometimes necessary to adjust pledges downward or to eliminate them altogether.  All it takes is a quiet-private meeting with the Financial Secretary or Treasurer.  If you haven’t already pledged we ask that you prayerfully consider what your contribution should be to the program of that wonderful “Church on the Hill”.





Food for Thought


You are in the driver’s seat, but God holds the map.
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New Members


Rev. Miller will be holding an Inquirer’s Class on January 8th for those interested in finding out more about joining our church.  Anyone who is planning to join, or just in the thinking stage is welcome to attend.  





Spiritual Growth Workshop


On January 6th, we will be hosting a workshop on The Spiritual Journey through Mandala and the Enneagram.  The mandala is basically a circle with designs and drawings inside it, and an Enneagram is a tool for personal and spiritual growth.  It is based in two assumptions.  The first is that we are all created in the image of God.  The second is that for all of us, His Divine Essence shines in each of us, but is sometimes distorted.  In the workshop, Linda Carleton will give an overview of the Enneagram system, then work with the attendees in the use of these tools.  You do not have to be an artist to participate in the workshop. One part of it is using words within the circle.  At this date, we have about 10 people signed up.  If you would like to be part of this, please contact Maxine at � HYPERLINK "mailto:actonucc@metrocast.net" �actonucc@metrocast.net�, or 636-3430, or call her at home. 





Anniversaries


Bob & Barbara Seckar	January 8


Ken & Debbie Smith	January 16


Craig & Michelle Sanford	January 17








Office hours~


Wednesday & Friday 9-noon


Thursday  10am-4pm





PHONE:


(207)636-3430


Fax on demand


(207)636-2197











E-MAIL


� HYPERLINK "mailto:actonucc@metrocast.net" �actonucc@metrocast.net�














We’re on the web!!


See us at:


www.actonucc.org
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Birthdays


Janice Lord 


Alexis Waddington 


Maxine Crouch 


Bruce Folsom January


Sandi Shields January 


Hoppa Hammond


Bill Shields





Important Dates to Remember!!!


Spiritual Growth Workshop January 6 ~ 9:30-3:00pm


Council Meeting on January 19 ~ 7:00pm


Annual Meeting on January 22; snow date January 29 ~ 			   after church


Annual Planning Retreat on February 4; snow date 		              February 11, 9:00am ~ 3:00pm.








The Prayer Shawl ministry is in need of prayer shawls.


If you knit, crochet or quilt, we could use your talent.





Acton  Congregational Church


P.O. Box 28


Acton, ME  04001-0028





       “May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you all of his blessings, and great peace of heart and mind.”


           I Corinthians 1:3





     Church Christmas Ornaments 


Big Thanks go out to Craig Bartlett, Jr. for thinking up and heading up the fundraiser of Christmas ornaments.  It was a great success.  Some of the proceeds will help the Circle of Hope defray expenses of stamps, cards and CareNote booklets. 
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But it’s Biodegradable!!


While driving in Pennsylvania, a family caught up to an Amish carriage. The owner of the carriage obviously had a sense of humor, because attached to the back of the carriage was a hand printed sign... "Energy efficient vehicle: Runs on oats and grass. Caution: Do not step in exhaust."
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