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From the Pastor.
PRAY, PRAY, PRAY

Reasons have varied greatly as people have approached God in
prayer. Church liturgies and different worship settings generally
reflect a corporate expression of a congregations wishes. When
people have sensed a particular individual need, whether for healing
in their lives or for the sake of others in pain, intense expressions of
concern have been expressed to God. Then there are the moments
when blessings and goodness have come upon us and/or our family
and friends and joyous words are channeled to God.

Another form of prayer appropriate for our consideration at this time
in the life our church is for the ability to sense God'’s intentions for
the ministry we share in this community. May all in the church offer
their prayers for openness to new avenues and directions God has in
store for this congregation. Certainly there are aspects in the life of
the church to be preserved. However, in our ever changing world the
church must rise to each challenge with new approaches in
communicating the message of God'’s love.

As we have sensed many answers to our prayers in the past, so

now, may we live confidently as our prayers for our church are
offered by all of us.

Gordon

Food for Thought
If you don’t like the way the
cookie crumbles, try the
Bread of Life.
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Church Council meeting February 16" Zpm.
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MODERATOR’S MEMO

There’s an air of excitement in Acton Congregational Church! After twenty-seven months of preparing
and searching and praying, if all goes as planned, we will have a new settled pastor starting April 1.

We have been blessed with a truly remarkable Search Committee. They have fulfilled their duties in
complete accordance with U.C.C. guidelines. They took all the right preparatory steps. They
developed a thorough and accurate profile of our church. They perused numerous profiles of
ministers who might have an interest in coming here. They interviewed, either in person or by Skype,
those that seemed to be a possible fit for our church. Some they rejected; some rejected us. Despite
nudging from some members of the congregation, they held to the level of confidentiality expected of
them

As the months passed and as the “normal” search time of two years approached, it might have been
tempting to lower their expectations and settle for an “okay” candidate. They did not. With admirable
patience, they held to the standard they had set with faith that God had someone special in mind for
Acton Congregational Church.

Above all, they were a praying committee. They believe, and those of us who know her believe, that
AbbyLynn Haskell is the answer to their prayers. As we continue the process of becoming acquainted
with AbbyLynn and working out all the details of her call, won’t you add your prayers to those of the
Search Committee and the Church Council members that together we will perfectly discern God’s will
for us and for AbbyLynn?

And, please, take a moment to thank each of the members of the Search Committee who have
dedicated untold hours to their task over the last two years plus. We are indebted to them for their
diligence and faithfulness. They are: Maxine Crouch, Chair, Bruce Folsom, Joy Gilkey, Suzanne
Rickard, Bill Shields, and Sue Walsh.

ANNUAL PLANNING RETREAT

>

All church officers and committee members are urged

THE WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP
will meet at Johnson’s
Restaurant in North Berwick for
"lunch with the bunch" at noon on
Wednesday, February 8.

to attend the annual planning retreat on Saturday,
February 4 in the Fellowship Hall. We are at the
beginning of a new era at Acton Congregational
Church and it is crucial that we be prepared.

The retreat will start at 9:00 and end no later than 3:00
p.m. Lunch will be provided.

The Prayer Shawl ministry, whichis ,
part of the Circle of Hope is in need of Birthdays
prayer shawls. Melanie Brow Beth Martin
If you knit, crochet or quilt, we could Blynn Roberts Olga Rawson
use your talent. Nikolas Lutz Mary Dumas
Katarina Lutz Bernard Yeaton
, _ Gunnar Lutz
Anwersaries :
Cliff & Joyce Cunningham February 6 Q
Jason & Melanie Brow 9 N
Garv & Beth Martin 28
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January 26, 2012 Acton Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
P.O. Box 28, Acton, Maine 04001-0028

Dear Members and Friends:

Twenty-seven months ago, the members of this church entrusted the Search Committee with the responsibility of
prayerfully selecting a candidate for your approval. We gathered “input” from many of you with the
guestionnaires, as we assembled our Local Church Profile. We carefully reviewed the UCC Ministerial Profiles
of many candidates; after checking references, we interviewed six candidates. Following second interviews with
two candidates, we unanimously selected—through prayer and mutual consent—The Rev. AbbyLynn Haskell as
our candidate for the ministry of our church.

Abby residesin Wells with her two boys, ages 6 and 11. Rev. Haskell will bring many giftsto our church. Sheis
caring, compassionate, mature, and a strong preacher as well as a creative worship leader.

Her experience with leading groups and events, program development for adults, her creative preaching style, her
strong faith and integrity, and love of all people, are some of the many attributes she will bring to our church.
Onereferral, when asked where she would rate Rev. Haskell on ascale of 1-10, replied, “I would rate her 12"
with no hesitation. Severa of the references said “what you see is what you get,” meaning that she is a genuine
person.

Some of her hobbies and interests are cooking soups, stews and breads; supply preaching off the coast of Maine
through the Maine Seacoast Mission, working at Pilgrim Lodge on the Outdoors Ministry committee and as
worship leader for grandparent 1, counselor for middler camp and dean for senior high camp; and creating
labyrinthsin her back yard and teaching others to make them.

The members of our committee look forward to talking with you about our joyful interactions with AbbyLynn.
We hope you will make every effort to attend the Saturday night potluck supper where you will meet Abby, Ben
and Keenan in amore informal setting, as well as the Sunday morning worship service and congregational
meeting.

Saturday night, February 11, 5:00 p.m. All-church potluck. Children and youth are encouraged to participate
in this opportunity to become acquainted with this wonderful family.

Sunday morning, February 12, 10:00 a.m. worship. Abby will conduct the worship service. Following the
service, a congregational meeting will be held to hear a detailed report from the Search Committee, discuss the
terms of the Call Agreement, and vote on the recommendation to call AbbyLynn Haskell as our new pastor.
Assuming a positive vote, it is our hope that Abby will start with uson April 1.

We believe that God has led us to this exciting moment in our ministry...and so does AbbyLynn. We look
forward to growing together as a faith community, serving others and proclaiming the good news of God'’s love.

Thank you for the privilege you have given us.

Sincerely,
The Members of the Search Committee

NMaxine Crouch, Chair
Bruce Jolsom

Joy Gilkey

Suzanne Rickard

Bill Shields

Sue Walsh



Bio - Rev. AbbyLynn Haskell

| think one of the most beautiful descriptions of ministry came from theologian John Calvin
who said that ministry is about the work of nurturing that seed of faith. | am so thankful for the
many people who have taught, raised and nurtured my seed of faith in my life. | grew up in
Brewer Maine and people at All Souls Congregational Church UCC and Pilgrim Lodge taught
me of God’s love in Word and deed. | attended the University of Maine in Orono and then
Bangor Theological Seminary all the while stretching and deepening in my faith and hearing
Jesus’ call to love and serve in the Church.

After | graduated seminary my first call in 1999 was to serve as an associate pastor at First
Parish Church UCC in Dover New Hampshire. | loved my work with youth and felt so thankful
for the honor of sharing in their spiritual growth. To nurture their faith | created programs,
went on mission and camping trips, preached, listened, counseled, prayed, loved and taught
as many ways as possible, over and over, that each person is a beloved child of God.

While at Dover | had my first child (Ben) and have so treasured the unique ways that my work
and church life has shaped his life and heart. When | became pregnant with my second child
(Keenan) | felt | needed to honor my call to mothering full time and spent two wonderful years
from 2005-2007 at home with my boys while attending and participating in the life of Alfred
Congregational Church UCC.

When first a neighbor and then my father show me that Saco was looking for a part time
Director of Program Development | became aware of the excitement of being called back to
serve in the church. | have been so thankful for my time at Saco that has been so healthy,
healing and nurturing of my faith.

Three years ago | was diagnosed with breast cancer. The incredible depths to which |
experienced God’s healing grace were profound and live with me as a sacred and beautiful
joy of faith today. | came to know you, Acton Congregational Church then as you loved me
through that time with cards and your prayers. | am so thankful to God for the way your
prayers were a part of the miracle of God’s healing love.

You entered my prayer life once again after | heard from Rev. Mercer and Rev. Morgan about
your ongoing search for a settled pastor. | have loved my time serving at Saco and my heart
is hearing God’s call again to stretch, serve and grow in faith again.



Office hours~
Wednesday & Friday 9-noon
Thursday 10am-4pm

PHONE:
(207)636-3430
Fax on demand
(207)636-2197

E-MAIL
actonucc@metrocast.net

We're on the web!!
See us at:
www.actonucc.org

ACTON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
P.O. Box 28
Acton, ME 04001-0028

Important Dates to Remember!!!

Council Meeting on February 16 ~ 7:00pm

Annual Planning Retreat on February 4; snow date
February 11, 9:00am ~ 3:00pm.

Potluck Supper for our Pastoral Candidate ~
February 11, 5:00pm

(Please bring your favorite main dish, salad or dessert to

share.)

Worship & Special Meeting to vote for a settled

Pastor ~ February 12, 10:00am & 11:00am
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NS Peter and Ellie Mercer are proud
454

9 w grandparents of Eleonora Francesca, born
¢ % v i January 20". She weighed 8lbs. 40z.
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“Uove the Lord your God
with all your heart.”

NMatthew 2:37




