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I have been in many places, but I've never been in Cahoots. Apparently, you can't go alone. You have to be in Cahoots with someone.  I've also never been in Cognito. I hear no one recognizes you there. 
I have, however, been in Sane. They don't have an airport; you have to be driven there. I have made several trips there, thanks to my friends, family and work. I would like to go to Conclusions, but you have to jump, and I'm not too much on physical activity anymore. 
I have also been in Doubt. That is a sad place to go, and I try not to visit there too often.  I've been in Flexible, but only when it was very important to stand firm.  Sometimes I'm in Capable, and I go there more often as I'm getting older.   One of my favorite places to be is in Suspense! It really gets the adrenalin flowing and pumps up the old heart! At my age I need all the stimuli I can get!
I may have been in Continent, but I don't remember what country I was in. It's an age thing. 
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Advent Schedule






December 4th

Advent Workshop & Potluck~ 3pm








     11th 
Mitten Tree gifts due








     19th 
Women’s Fellowship –fill cookie cans








     24th 
Christmas Eve Service








     25th 
Christmas Day Worship Service
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From the Pastor:





A HAPPY, BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMAS


There are many beautiful and creative aspects to Christmas. Decorations and lights are displayed in towns, homes, and stores. Clothing, whether for our children or ourselves, is refined as parties are scheduled. Even the weather, offers its unique beauty though there may be no snow. All of this contributes to making this a very happy time of the year.


There is another dimension to the joy of the season. It can be found in the expressions of love and caring we can offer to those about us - members of our family, those with whom we work, our neighbors, and those about us in the church. The ability to generate a measure of happiness for another person is very consistent with the basic message of Christmas.


Christmas gladness is rooted in the good news of God’s love for the entire world as well as for each one of us as individuals. This love was expressed in the person of Jesus Christ and is often and appropriately associated with the birth of the Christ child in Bethlehem’s manger. This event has served to bring joy even into life’s most difficult situations.


Recognizing Christmas as a thing of beauty will enable us to meet the demands we find in our lives. Such beauty can transform us and provide a rich blessing wherever we are placed. God would have us recognize in a special way the joy intended for us as expressed in the beautiful Christmas story, and in our lives as we celebrate Jesus’ birth.


Gordon
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MODERATOR’S MEMO 





Dear Friends,





It seems impossible that we are nearing the end of another year! I’ve barely gotten used to writing 2011 and here we are, already in the first week of Advent.





I hope you have all made plans to attend the Advent Workshop scheduled for Sunday, December 4 at 3:00 p.m.  We’ll have all the usual activities plus some neat new crafts for those who want to participate.  





We’ll also enjoy a social hour over the supper table starting at 5:00.  Macaroni and cheese and hot dogs will be provided.  Those who attend are asked to bring a salad, a dessert, or bread, but if you can’t bring anything, come anyway.  We always have more than enough food!





We will have our usual Christmas Eve service at 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 24, and, of course, we’ll all want to be in church on Christmas morning.





Since January 2012 has five Sundays, the Council voted to have our Annual Meeting on the fourth Sunday, the 22nd, leaving January 29 available as a snow date.  This will enable the Council to have its annual planning retreat early in February, so that all committees can be up and running as soon as possible.





A reminder to current committee chairmen:  Your annual reports should be submitted to Maxine no later than the first week of January. 





Faithfully,


Joyce


                                     














            Senior Lunch


Senior Lunch Monday, December 5th . Please call Claire Bragg for reservations.


                 636-1810





THE WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP will sponsor the last senior luncheon of 2011 on Monday, December 5, at 12:00. Faithful workers have been: Sandi Shields, Kathy Collins, Belinda Klein-Robbenhaar, Joan Wood, Anita Buttrick, Claire Bragg, Doris Nevison and Shannon Winchell. Luncheons will resume in April 2012.


Our always-special Christmas brunch and Yankee Swap will be on Wednesday, December 14, at 10:00 am, at Arlene Smith's home at 1008 Rte 109. Co-hostesses are Phyllis Folsom, Betty Peavey and Joan Wood. Lorraine Yeaton has devotions. If you wish to come and do not get called, just let Sandi or Joan know.


The Christmas cookie cans for the Food Pantry and goody bags for the Sunday School children will be filled on Monday, December 19, at 9:00 am. Donations of small-sized cookies are truly appreciated. You can bring them in on Sunday, the 18th, or Monday morning.


During January, February and March we meet at local restaurants for lunch on the second Wednesday.











Birthdays


Michelle Sanford                                Tim Pressey                                 David Taber 


Joan Gallagher                                Michael Peavey                              Bob Seckar


Margaret Welling                              Janet Chappell                               Benjamin Terril 


Ken Wood 





What is “Coups for Troops”?  It is clipping coupons for a cause.  It was started by Stephanie Almasy  when her husband came home and told her how a colleague’s wife saved a lot of money using coupons.  After attending a coupon workshop, she was introduced to another program that supports service members in a way that is unique, valuable and much appreciated.  Even expired coupons (not over 6 months) can be used by military families living outside of the States.  Commissaries outside our country accept expired coupons because military families don’t have the advantage to clip coupons as we do in the States.) These coupons that we save and send to Almasy, help over 400 families overseas serving our country.  Stephanie began “Coups for Troops” because another group’s policy was too complicated.  We have a box in the hallway for coupons to make it easy.  Would you get involved and clip coupons for our troops to make their lives a little better?  





No Church Council meeting December. 








We are All Members of Circle of Hope 


The main activities of the Circle of Hope are praying, visiting, sending cards and making phone calls.  Other projects in the works are the church family tree, a college student bulletin board, up-dating the military bulletin board, making cards, restocking the brochure rack near the library, and fund raising to support these activities.





As the group has become more active, it's become apparent that many, many members of the congregation have been doing the same sort of work the Circle of Hope does.  It seems that the whole church is one big CIRCLE OF HOPE, and a few members meet on Monday mornings to fellowship, work together, share ideas, and plan projects.  It's a blessing to be part of such a church!





The meetings are open to everyone.  Come visit some Monday morning at 8:45.  





�





NOTES FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE:   The proposed budget for 2012 is approximately 10% higher than 2011.  A significant portion of the increase will be covered by a larger than expected balance in the checking account at the end of 2011.  Three items account of most of the 2012 increase and these are:


$1700.00 for expected heating oil price increases.


$3000.00 needed to prevent the church steeple from rotting away.


$2500.00 Pastor salary increase to assist the search committee to find a new “settled Pastor”.


Our two major sources of income are pledges (71%) and loose offering (15%). Pledges are greatly preferred since they make the budgeting process easier and more precise.  We have received 23 pledges totaling $47,623 as of December 1st.   Our pledge goal is $66,960.  It should be realized by all members it is sometimes necessary to adjust pledges downward or to eliminate them altogether.  All it takes is a quiet-private meeting with the Financial Secretary or Treasurer.  If you haven’t already pledged we ask that you prayerfully consider what your contribution should be to the program of that wonderful “Church on the Hill”.





Food for Thought


Santa offers ho, ho, ho; Jesus offers health, help, and hope.





(Cont.)  Preheat oven to 350º.  (lightly spoon flour into measuring cup, level off.)  In large bowl, combine first 3 ingredients; blend at low speed until crumbly.  Stir in nuts.  Press 2 ¾ cups crumb mixture into ungreased 13x9-inch pan.  To remaining mixture, add cinnamon, soda, salt, sour cream, vanilla and egg; blend well.  Stir in apples.  Spoon evenly over base.  Bake 25 to 35 minutes until toothpick inserted in center comes out clean.  Cut into squares; serve with whipped cream if desired.  12 to 15 squares.


*If using Pillsbury’s Best Self-Rising Flour, omit soda and salt.








New Members


Rev. Miller will be holding an Inquirer’s Class on January 8th for those interested in finding out more about joining our church.  Anyone who is planning to join, or just in the thinking stage is welcome to attend.  





Spiritual Growth Workshop


On January 6th, we will be hosting a workshop on The Spiritual Journey through Mandala and the Enneagram.  The mandala is basically a circle with designs and drawings inside it, and an Enneagram is a tool for personal and spiritual growth.  It is based in two assumptions.  The first is that we are all created in the image of God.  The second is that for all of us, His Divine Essence shines in each of us, but is sometimes distorted.  In the workshop, Linda Carleton will give an overview of the Enneagram system, then work with the attendees in the use of these tools.  You do not have to be an artist to participate in the workshop. One part of it is using words within the circle.  At this date, we have about 11 people signed up.  If you would like to be part of this, please contact Maxine at � HYPERLINK "mailto:actonucc@metrocast.net" �actonucc@metrocast.net�, or 636-3430, or call her at home. 





Anniversaries


Floyd & Phyllis Folsom


December 17








Office hours~


Wednesday & Friday 9-noon


Thursday  10am-4pm





PHONE:


(207)636-3430


Fax on demand


(207)636-2197











E-MAIL


� HYPERLINK "mailto:actonucc@metrocast.net" �actonucc@metrocast.net�














We’re on the web!!


See us at:


www.actonucc.org
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Sour Cream Apple Squares


2 cups Pillsbury’s Best All Purpose or Unbleached Flour*


2 cups firmly packed brown sugar


½ cup butter or margarine, softened


1 cup chopped nuts


1 to 2 tsp. cinnamon


1 tsp. soda


½ tsp salt


1 cup dairy sour cream


1 tsp vanilla


1 egg


2 cups (2 medium) peeled, finely chopped apples





Church Crier


On Saturday, November 26, Kristina (Shields) Lutz was honored in Brockton, Massachusetts, by receiving the annual James Edgar Award, given each year to “the person in the community who best exemplifies Edgar’s spirit of generosity toward the city’s children”.


Kristina rode in the Downtown Holiday Parade and will have her name included on the Edgar Plaque in downtown Brockton.





The Prayer Shawl ministry is in need of prayer shawls.


  If you knit, crochet or quilt, we could use your talent.





Acton  Congregational Church


P.O. Box 28


Acton, ME  04001-0028





       “Glory to God in the highest heaven,” they sang, “and peace on earth for all those pleasing Him.”


                 Luke 2:14





     Church Christmas Ornaments 


Ornaments with the church picture on the front and “Acton Congregational Church on the back (with or without “2011) will be for sale for the next few weeks.  Craig Bartlett, Jr. designed them for a fundraiser for the Circle of Hope. He will be taking orders after church.  The cost is $10.00.








To save the economy, on December 10, 2011, the Government will announce they are ordering the immigration department to start deporting old people


(instead of illegals) in order to lower Social Security and Medicare costs.


Old people are easier to catch and will not remember how to get back home!


I started crying when I thought of you. 


Then it dawned on me, oh dang...








