Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and Carols
December 24, 2011                                                    7:00P.M.
Prelude                                                                       Seth Hurd                      

Words of Welcome
Choral Introit:
      “Listen!  Listen”                                                                                                                          
Invocation
Lighting the Christ Candle:                      Roger & Joyce Dumas
*Carol:       “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”                      #128 

The Light Revealed

Christ’s Coming Foretold:   Isaiah 9:2 - 7        Craig Bartlett, Jr.                  
Carol:  (seated) “Hark the Harold Angels Sing”                       #133
The Annunciation:             Luke 1:26 - 33              Terry Minihan                                
Solo:          “Call Him Jesus”   


     Terry Minihan
The Magnificat:              Luke 1:46 - 55          Joyce Cunningham


      

   L:  “My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

   P:   for He has looked with favor on the lowliness of His servant.
   L:   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
   P:   for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His name.
   L:   His mercy is for those who fear Him from generation to     generation.

   P:   He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.

   L:   He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and   lifted up the lowly; 
   P:   He has filled the hungry with good things, and sent  the rich away empty.
    L:   He has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of His   mercy,

    P:   according to the promise He made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to His descendants forever.”         

Carol:  (seated)     “Joy to the World”                                     #125
The Light Received

The Fulfillment of the Promise:    Luke 2:1 - 17   Mariah Mann 

Solo:    “Joseph’s Song”                                        Stan Smith, Jr.
A Christmas Meditation                                Rev. Gordon Miller

Choir Anthem:     “Angels From the Realms of Glory”
The Light Reflected
Receiving and Giving the Light


(The ushers will light the candle of each person nearest the aisle.  The light is then passed along each pew.  Please tip unlighted candles only.  Candles should be held upright and carefully.  All candles should be extinguished following the Lord’s Prayer and before the Benediction.)

*Carol:             “Silent Night”                                               #147
  1 Silent night, holy night, All is calm, all is bright.  Round yon virgin mother and Child, Holy Infant so tender and mild,  Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

     2 Silent night, holy night,  Shepherds quake at the sight.  Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing alleluia; Christ the Savior is born!  Christ the Savior is born!

    3  Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light.  Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

 Prayer of Dedication  
      (Please extinguish candles)
 *Benediction

  Postlude
*Those who are able, please stand.

The offering tonight is for the UCC Christmas Fund for retired clergy, missionaries and spouses who are having a difficult time financially.  Offering plates are at the front and back entrances for those willing to contribute.  Checks may be made to: Acton Congregational Church and designated: Christmas Fund.  Special envelopes are provided for those who prefer them.  Thank you for your caring support.
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